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March 24: In statements to reporters, Alvaro Suarez, a member of the commission which picked
up the body of Argelino Duran Quintero, said a judicial commission had ruled that Duran died of
natural causes following examination of the autopsy report. A former cabinet minister and senator,
Duran Quintero was abducted in late January by a dissident faction of the now-demobilized Popular
Liberation Army (EPL). (See NotiSur 02/26/92, 03/25/92 for coverage of abduction and subsequent
events.) Rebel spokespersons said Duran Quintero died of a heart attack on March 14, after refusing
food and medicine in protest of his abduction. The victim's death caused the government to suspend
peace talks with the Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB). The Coordinator is
an umbrella group comprised of the dissident EPL faction, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed
Forces (FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN). EPL rebel dissidents continue to hold
Norberto Morales, abducted March 3 in Norte de Santander department. Morales is a former House
of Representatives president (speaker). March 26: Military spokespersons reported that two rebels
and a police officer were killed in simultaneous rebel attacks on two police barracks in western
and northeastern Medellin, Antioquia department. Two police officers were seriously wounded.
Police confiscated a sub-machinegun, a pistol and a kilogram of dynamite following the attacks.
Police sources reported that rebels killed a street vendor in Curumani, Cesar department. The victim
was accused of serving as an army informant. According to military sources, rebels and soldiers
clashed near Velez, Santander department. Casualty reports were not available. The Administrative
Security Department (secret police- DAS) reported that since Jan. 1, abductions totaled 283, for an
average 3.33 per day. In 1991, reported kidnappings numbered 1,526, averaging 3.86 per day. DAS
estimates that about 60% of all abductions are reported. At present, 627 kidnapping victims remain
in the hands of abductors. Of the total, 456 are being held by rebels and the remainder, common
criminals. The DAS report said common criminals are responsible for about 62% of all abductions.
According to a recent report published in Bogota daily newspaper El Tiempo, foreigners currently
held by rebels include two from Holland, and one each from Lebanon, Japan, the US, and Argentina.
Police sources reported that two bombs exploded simultaneously in Bogota at a Diners Club credit
card office and a nearby movie theater. One person was killed, and five others were injured. The
bombings caused extensive material damage. Two other bombs planted at bank branch offices
were deactivated. According to Patriotic Union (UP) party spokespersons, police found the body
of UP member Emiro Rueda, a municipal council member in Quinchia, Risaralda department.
Rueda disappeared March 17, after receiving death threats from the "Death to Communists" (MAC)
organization. Over 1,500 UP militants have been murdered since the party's founding in 1985. March
28: Radio Caracol reported that 14 National Police officers accused of murdering 17 people last
December were arrested and suspended from the force. The killings occurred in Cucuta,located near
the Venezuelan border, Norte de Santander department. March 29: Military sources reported the
deaths of nine rebels and two soldiers in the course of offensive operations in nine departments.
Soldiers dismantled 10 rebel camps, captured 11 rebel combatants, released a landowner kidnapped
by the rebels, and destroyed 10,000 poppy plants cultivated by FARC rebels. Bomb explosions
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in Cali damaged the offices of the Banco Anglo-Colombiano and the Banco de Bogota, and a
transmission tower pertaining to the state-run telephone company. Telephone service in the area
was temporarily disrupted. No casualties were reported. An anonymous phone call to police
attributed responsibility for the bombings to the FARC. Local media sources reported that Gustavo
Londono, mayor of Puerto Boyaca, Boyaca department, and five other municipal officials have been
missing since March 26. Londono is linked to the Magdalena Medio self-defense militias. Military
sources reported that soldiers seized an all- terrain vehicle loaded with 50 kg. of dynamite and three
machineguns near Tulua, Valle department. March 30: According to Brig.Gen. Fernando Tapias,
commander for the northeastern sector of Antioquia department, two rebels were killed during
a clash near El Bagre, Antioquia department. Tapias said military investigators have discovered
civilian support networks for the rebels in the towns of Segovia, Remedios, Zaragoza and El Bagre.
Large caches of weapons and materiel were confiscated in the area. Next, Tapias said at least 26
rebels were captured during military offensive operations in the past few days. The Naval High
Command reported the discovery of a large weapons cache in the western port of Buenaventura.
The weapons were found in the trunk of an abandoned car parked on a downtown street, and
included two AK-47 rifles, a surface- to-air missile, M-17 missile, an Ingram sub-machinegun, 800
ammunition cartridges, and four grenades. In Barranquilla, police reported that bomb explosions
caused material damage at the offices of the local Banco Agrario branch and a Nestle factory.
Police deactivated a bomb on the Universidad Libre campus. March 31: Bogota police reported
discovery of the body of Puerto Boyaca mayor Londono's driver near Puerto Salgar, 60 km. south
of Puerto Boyaca. Another unidentified corpse was found nearby. Government sources reported
that at least 69 rebels were killed during military offensive operations during the month of March.
Of the total, 17 died in clashes with soldiers over the past week in Antioquia, Boyaca, Cauca and
Huila departments. April 1: Police reported that two officers were killed in the explosion of a gas
station in southwestern Cali. Nine other persons, including civilians and police officers, were
injured in the blast. April 2: Police reported discovery of the bodies of Gustavo Londono and five
companions in a river near the town of Puerto Salgar. Londono's corpse had been dismembered.
April 3: Authorities in Cordoba department attributed responsibility for the recent murder of
an entire family to a paramilitary death squad. In Bolivar, Cauca department, police found the
body of a teacher who had been tortured and shot. Military sources reported that 140 rebels were
killed and another 358 captured during the first quarter of 1992. Over the same period, soldiers
confiscated a large quantity of weapons, dynamite, and foodstuffs from the rebels. On March
31, rebels bombed a military convoy near Bogota. Three soldiers were wounded. Army Gen.
Rafael Hernandez said FARC rebels had purchased weapons in Caracas during peace talks with
government officials. According to Hernandez, a portion of these weapons was confiscated during
a military operation between La Uribe and La Macarena, located in southeastern Meta department.
Soldiers also seized weapons of Soviet, Israeli and US origin. April 5: Former kidnapping victims
and relatives announced the establishment of the "Foundation for a Free Country" to fight the
practice of abductions. Kidnappings in 1987 number 287, and in 1991, 1,716. Among other things, the
Foundation supports longer prison sentences for kidnappers and accomplices. The new organization
also plans to develop public education campaigns, and to provide psychological counseling for
victims. Government statistics indicate that only about 10% of victims are rescued by public security
officers. Another 13% are killed by captors, and the remainder are released, usually following
payment of a ransom. April 6: Government sources reported that four EPL rebels were killed by
soldiers during fighting in Uraba department. Police reported that one person was injured during
a bomb explosion in the Cartagena municipal building (Bolivar department). The explosion caused
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serious material damage. In Magangue, Bolivar department, unidentified assailants threw a grenade
into a pawnshop, resulting in serious injury to 12 people. April 7: National Police spokespersons
announced that two police officers were convicted of the January murder of a Japanese national.
The victim was employed by Mazda. Bogota police reported that homicides in the capital had
increased from seven or eight to between 15 and 18 per night since the government commenced
an electricity rationing program. (See 04/14/92 issue of LADB's Chronicle of Latin American
Economic Affairs for coverage of electricity shortages and power rationing.) April 8: Medellin
police told reporters that a bomb hidden in a parcel killed one person and wounded five others
in the El Poblado neighborhood. April 9: According to Army sources, rebels bombed a natural
gas pipeline near Barrancabermeja. The rupture caused the leak of an estimated 70 million cubic
feet of gas. Government officials reported that three civilians and one police officer were killed
and four civilians and an officer wounded in a rebel bomb attack on a police post in Montanitas,
Antioquia department. In an interview broadcast by Radio Caracol in Bogota, Timoteo Rueda,
mayor of El Carmen de Chucuri, a small town in Santander department, denied that he belonged
to a paramilitary organization. Rueda was responding to a federal arrest warrant on charges of
participating in and supporting vigilante activities. April 13: Military spokespersons reported that
eight police officers were killed and eight others wounded during a clash with rebels in Silvania,
Huila department. Four police officers were reported missing and assumed to have been taken
prisoner. According to military sources, two soldiers and five FARC rebels were killed during
fighting in Rovira, Tolima department. Military sources reported that soldiers killed four ELN
rebels who were suspected of several abductions and extorsion attempts near Plato, Magdalena
department. According to an anonymous phone call received by the magazine Cromos, one of the
magazine's reporters and a photographer were abducted by rebels. In addition, Francisco Pardo,
director of the magazine VEA, was reported missing from a business trip to the Magdalena Medio
region over a week ago. April 14: Six guerrillas were killed in a clash with government troops
near San Carlos de Guaroa, Meta department. Two soldiers were killed and an undetermined
number injured in the fighting. Military officers reported that three FARC camps were dismantled.
Soldiers confiscated weapons, ammunition, communications equipment and propaganda. About
70 ELN members unsuccessfully attacked a police barracks in Fortul, Arauca department. No
casualties were reported. According to Meta department secretary Yolima Romero, a common
grave containing four bodies was discovered in El Castillo. Authorities believe the victims were
abducted by rebels. Government sources reported the murder of Marta Ines Diez, municipal council
secretary of Cerrito, Santander department, by suspected ELN members. In Chigorodo, Antioquia
department, rebels reportedly shot and killed Prisciliano Valezquez, a former municipal council
candidate for the demobilized EPL. According to a report appearing in the magazine Cien Dias
(published by the independent Popular Education and Research Center-CINEP), a total of 560
political murders were reported in Colombia last year, compared to 313 in 1990 and 463 in 1989. The
totals do not include 1,364 victims of fighting between rebels and government security forces. The
latter total includes 102 civilians. Of all violent deaths in 1991, political murder victims accounted
for 14.7%, and soldier and guerrilla combatants, 35.6%. Murder victims categorized as "possibly
political" represented 33.2% of the total. Vigilante and "social clean- up" homicides accounted for
10.2%, and drug trafficking- related killings, 1.6%. Murders motivated by "other rural and urban
violence" represented 6.3% of the total. April 16: According to a report by government security
forces cited by Bogota newspaper El Tiempo, between 7,000 and 10,000 people currently participate
in 28 paramilitary self- defense militias in 16 of the country's 32 departments. In the first quarter of
1992 alone, the militias were responsible for at least 81 killings. The militias were initially organized
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and armed by the government for self-defense against the rebels in 1979. The government has
since withdrawn support from the increasingly independent and violence-prone organizations. The
militias currently receive most of their funding from ranchers, landowners and drug traffickers.
April 18: In Barrancabermeja, Santander department, Diocenel Estrada was shot to death by
unidentified assailants on a motorcycle. Estrada coordinated a city program aimed at reintegrating
former EPL rebels into civilian society. According to military sources, fighting between soldiers
and rebels resulted in the deaths of seven rebels in Meta, Cesar and Caqueta departments. Next,
11 ELN rebels were captured by soldiers in Antioquia department. The soldiers rescued the three
sons of a prominent Antioquia businessperson who had been abducted and held for ransom by
the rebels. April 19: Venezuelan deputy minister for internal affairs Edmundo Egui announced that
Venezuelan soldiers and police would step up security operations along the border with Colombia.
The announcement followed attempted sabotage by Colombian rebels on an oil well in the Arauca
region. April 20: Bogota police told reporters that at least six former militants of the demobilized EPL
guerrilla organization were killed over the past 72 hours by EPL "dissidents." The Defense Ministry
issued a proposal to members of congress to modify the nation's military service legislation aimed at
drafting women into the military under specified emergency or crisis conditions. [Sources: Chinese
news service Xinhua, Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/03/92; Associated Press, 03/30/92, 04/01/92, 04/05/92,
04/09/92; Notimex, 03/26/92, 03/30-04/01/92, 04/07/92, 04/16/92; Spanish news service EFE, 03/27/92,
03/28/92, 03/30/92, 03/31/92, 04/08/92, 04/13/92, 04/14/92, 04/18-20/92; Agence France-Presse, 03/2427/92, 03/29/92, 03/30/92, 04/02/92, 04/05-09/92, 04/12/92- 14/92, 04/16/92, 04/18/92, 04/20/92]
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